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SPACE LIMITATIONS, HOUSING SHORTAGE
SLOW KATOWICE EXFANSION

Each year, Katovice is becoming more important as a center of key indus-
tries. Various state offices, enterprises, institutions, and establishments
requested land for the construction of 102 administrative buildings, buresaus,
etc., within the Six-Year Plan. At the end of 1948, the number of organized
trade union members was 111,8hL1.

Katowice is an imporisnt center of genmeral and vocaticnal training. The
number of students ig over 25,000, including commuters. The number of students
in vocational schools alone is over 8,600. The Slask Schools of Technology are
the largest in Europe.

The city 1s also one of the most imporitant communications Junctions in the
country. Railroed lines of internstional importance cross from various direc~
tions, and highways, airways, and telecommunication lines converge here.

The yearly influx of population is estimated at 7,000 pefsons. Great con-
cern is already felt for the housing of future i.nhé‘pitants of Katowice since
even now there is a shortage of thousands of rcoms.

Other cities of the same area could house at least a half willion inhabi-
tants, but in Xatowice housing conditions for even the present population are
extremely congested. Mining activity, which has reactivated tHe-city, also
limits its expansion. All buildings will have to be limited to the pillar pro-
tected area and will, of necessity, have to be built up instead of out. The
undermined sreas will be investigated to determine whether there is any avail-
able space remaining for light structures. Residential aress will eventually
be moved out into the suburbs, but no suburbsn aress can.be developed until’ ad-
equate transportation is provided. The most important problem at the moment is
electrification of the railroad junctiom.

i"/ Next 1p importence i5 the problem of school buildings for the repidly in-
' creasing number of children. It is estimated that the number of school-age

children in the city alone will be 32,000 in the coming year. At present, 100
schoolrooms are needed; by the end of the 6-year pericd this figure will be

doubled.
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¥ h3 cut for a university settlement in Ligota,
tut @ire gryound 1: neaded. Ths plans include a School of Business Administra-
tier, modern hopi ¢, awd public utiiaty buildings. A workers' settlement
to house several thousand psople is beipg bullt 1p Kuszutka. However, conven-
ient tx o) isn, a newwork of roads, end water, gas, and light installa-
tion: guire 4 great amount of “ime, labor and resources sre needed.

availshis area in midtown, known as
285 Gtreet 'rc reirg considered.
hv1‘~~n5. a 30 -hed tourist roteh, and 2 600-
Bidat- S h@tol rOMm: h 2 been entirvely in-

=va on Gener51
1uis oz ney kool
¢i moniciypel hotel.  The pre:

adejuate for the number of trdhblk

schievem=nt of the Siw-Year Plan will deasnd grear effort from the worker

in the ¥atowi-» and the centrsl coal bzsiv are especially impor-
Tanty task of the communily is e oimprove couwditions for the worker,

especially in housing and transportation. TFor that resson, great emphasis will
be placed on renovating houses which have had u» repsir: since 1939 and on im-
proving vhe ran-down zuburhkan areas.
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